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going on for a very long time and anything approaching
pure racial types is rare. Many so-called * Arabs/ are
definitely negroid in appearance, e.g., the Baqqara and
the Islamic peoples of Darfur, while among the black-
skinned peoples individuals displaying Caucasian features
may occur, e.g., among the Shilluk. We must regard the
peoples of the Sudan as variations between two ideal
poles, the pure Caucasian and the pure Negro types. It
is not usual to speak of the black-skinned peoples of the
southern Sudan as Negroes but to refer to them as
Negroids. Also we must refrain from speaking of * Arab *
in reference to racial characters. Even in Arabia the Arabs
are not a racially homogeneous type. The word £ Arab *
is here generally used in an historic sense only, to refer to
those people who migrated from Arabia to the Sudan and
their descendants, and the indigenous folk who were
absorbed into the Arab tribes and adopted their culture.
These Arabs brought with them a Semitic tongue and the
religion of Islam and this combination I refer to as Arabic
culture. I do not speak of Semitic and Hamitic races as
there is danger of confusion when the same expressions
serve to describe both race and language.
In the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan there are three main
linguistic families, the Semitic, the Hamitic, and the
Sudanic. A Semitic language, Arabic, is spoken over the
greater part of the northern Sudan and, where writing is
known, the Arabic script is used. A debased form of
Arabic is also a lingua franca throughout the Southern
Sudan, Another language belonging to the Semitic
family, Tigre, is spoken by the Beni Amer. The only
language in the Sudan usually considered to be truly
Hamitic is to bedawi spoken by the Bisharin and Hadendoa,
though Meinhof classes the language of the Negroid Bari
in the same linguistic family. The vast majority of the
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